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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR INFERRING
SCHEMATIC RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN
LOAD POINTS AND SERVICE
TRANSFORMERS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed toward the use of signals
on the electrical distribution grid to infer the boundaries of
a service transformer area network, and specifically for
identifying the service transformer supplying power to a
metered load point.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Electrical Distribution Substations contain one or more
Substation Transformers, which step down the voltage from
high transmission line levels (typically 130 kV to 700 kV)
to the medium voltage levels (typically from 4 kV to about
35 kV) at which power is distributed to consumers within a
distribution service area. At the edge of the Distribution Grid
are a number of Service Transformers, which transform the
medium voltage of the distribution grid to the low voltages
(in the US, typically 120, 208, 240, 277, or 480) required for
commercial, industrial, and residential consumers. Other
voltages in addition to some of these can be used elsewhere
in the world. Each Service Transformer powers one or more
metered loads. A metered load can be a dwelling, a com-
mercial or industrial building, an element of municipal
infrastructure such as a series of street lamps, agricultural
apparatus such as irrigation systems, or any other metered
construct which can draw power from the distribution grid,
or combinations of these.

Other than the wires connecting a consumer load and the
associated meter to a service transformer, the service trans-
former is the outermost element of the distribution grid
before the power is actually delivered to a consumer. A
meter is typically attached at the point where the power from
the service transformer is delivered to the consumer. Service
transformers can be three-phase, or single phase, as can
meters. The electrical apparatus included within the power-
flow path from a service transformer to the collection of at
least one electrical meter is referred to as a Transformer Area
Network (TAN). A TAN can have a radial topology, as is
common in the US, or it can have a linear or “bus” topology,
as is more common in Europe and elsewhere in the world.

Traditionally, reading meters was one of the largest opera-
tional costs incurred by electrical utilities. Originally, elec-
tric meters were analog devices with an optical read-out that
had to be manually examined monthly to drive the utility
billing process. Beginning in the 1970s, mechanisms for
digitizing meter data and automating its collection began to
be deployed. These mechanisms evolved from walk-by or
drive-by systems where the meter would broadcast its cur-
rent reading using a short-range radio signal, which was
received by a device carried by the meter reader. These early
systems were known as Automated Meter Reading systems
or AMRs. Later, a variety of purpose-built data collection
networks, commonly employing a combination of short-
range RF repeaters in a mesh configuration with collection
points equipped with broadband backhaul means for trans-
porting aggregated readings began to be deployed.

These networks were capable of two-way communication
between the “metering head-end” at a utility service center
and the meters at the edge of this data collection network,
and are generally called an Advanced Metering Infrastruc-
ture or AMI. AMIs can collect and store readings frequently,
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2

typically as often as every 15 minutes, and can report them
nearly that often. They can read any meter on demand
provided that this feature is used sparingly, and can connect
or disconnect any meter on demand as well. AMI meters can
pass signals to consumer devices for the purpose of energy
conservation, demand management, and variable-rate bill-
ing. Because the AMI network is separate from the power
distribution grid except for the intersection at the meters,
AMI meters are neither aware of nor sensitive to changes in
the grid topology or certain conditions on the grid. None-
theless, the introduction of AMI is often the first step in the
direction of a true Smart Grid implementation.

AMI networks generally do not have all the capabilities
required to support Smart Grid applications over and above
meter reading and demand management. Significantly, the
AMI network usually does not use the electrical grid as a
transmission medium. It monitors only the metered load
points, and hence does not detect electrical changes and
conditions elsewhere on the distribution grid. Further, data-
carrying capacity from the edge to the central concentrators
is typically adequate for meter data and little more. Sophis-
ticated Smart Grid applications for energy conservation,
asset protection, non-technical loss detection, load balanc-
ing, fault isolation, and recovery management require accu-
rate information about the schematic relationship of grid
assets, load and conditions on the several segments of the
grid, and the current state of bi-modal and multi-modal
assets. This information, together with the geospatial loca-
tions of the same assets, is called a grid map and is typically
stored in a database. In general, AMI networks have neither
the monitoring capability nor the bandwidth to provide these
types of information, with the result that present-day grid
map databases are seldom updated in real time.

Utilities typically maintain two maps or models of the
distribution grid. A Physical Network Model (PNM) aggre-
gates the geospatial location of the assets on the grid. PNMs,
thanks to modern GPS technology, are reasonably accurate
with respect to point assets such as substations, capacitor
banks, transformers, and even individual meters. Inaccura-
cies stem from failure to update the maps when repairs or
changes are made. For example, a service transformer may
move from one side of a street to the other as a result of
street widening. Such a move may additionally result in a
change in the partitioning of metered loads among the
service transformers in an area.

Longitudinal assets, especially buried cables, are less well
represented in the PNM. The PNM can contain as-designed
data regarding the location of the longitudinal assets, but
since in many places the cable was laid before global
positioning technology had matured, the designs were based
on ground-level survey, and the original maps may or may
not have been updated to reflect changes. Therefore, the
location from the as-designed data may be inaccurate, and
subsequent surface changes complicate the problem of veri-
fying the geographic path taken by medium-voltage and
low-voltage distribution lines.

The second model is the Logical Network Model, or
LNM. LNMs describe how grid components are connected,
without reference to their geospatial location. The LNM
changes frequently. During the course of repairs, the way
transformers attach to taps and laterals, and the way meters
attach to transformers, may be altered. Such changes may
affect both the LNM and the PNM. In many utilities, such
changes are recorded manually by field agents. The manual
reports may or may not be updated in the LNM and PNM,
and when updates are made the time lag between mainte-
nance occurring and its being recorded could be significant.
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The “last mile” problem of grid mapping involves deter-
mining what service transformer, and what phase or phases
of the service transformer in cases where the transformer is
multi phase, powers a particular meter. In locales where
transformers are mounted on poles and tap lines are above
ground, one might think this would be obvious. However, in
those locales, it is very easy after an outage caused by a
storm, a traffic accident, or scheduled construction, for
repairs to be made in such a way as to change the trans-
former to which a meter is attached. In dense neighborhoods
it is not always apparent how bundled and criss-crossing
power lines connect buildings to transformers, especially
when multiple transformers are attached to one pole.

In cases where transformers are pad-mounted or under-
ground, and taps run underground, the construction may
pre-date grid mapping. In that case, the only data that may
be available are schematic designs made by survey. In
general, no reliable record exists of whether the “last mile”
of the grid was built strictly according to specification, or
what has been the effect of subsequent modifications. When
the taps are not visible, obtaining an accurate map of a TAN
is labor intensive at best.

Practical benefits of having accurate TAN-level grid maps
are asset protection and theft detection. The two go some-
what hand in hand, as unmetered power theft is a cause,
though not the only cause, of transformer overload. What is
needed is an accurate TAN map to help firmly establish that
all power drawn from a transformer is metered, and to allow
for large unpredictable loads, such as quick-charging electric
vehicle batteries, to be arbitrated. An accurate TAN map is
also helpful in planning and ordering repairs, upgrades, and
modifications at the edge of the distribution grid

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is an apparatus and method to
reliably determine the transformer powering each metered
load in one of a collection of candidate TANs. The single
TAN to which a specific metered load belongs may be
unknown because of the age of the distribution grid, because
variations between the grid plans and the actual grid as built,
because of changes and repairs over time, and so on. The
collection of candidate TANS is typically chosen simply by
proximity to the load or loads in question, but may also be
chosen according to whatever existing plans or grid maps
are available. Determining the supplying transformer by
visual inspection is often difficult, as will be illustrated
herein below. Because existing service transformers are
deployed in a variety of form-factors, and because opening
the transformer enclosure while the transformer is opera-
tional is undesirable, multiple embodiments of the invention
operate by contacting only the exterior enclosure of the
transformer. Some embodiments of the invention operate
without touching the transformer at all.

The invention comprises an on-grid Transmitter operable
to transmit a signal on the power line delivering power to a
consumer, and a receiver device operable to detect the
audio-frequency mechanical resonance at the service trans-
former caused by the signal. The receiver device (or simply,
the Receiver) comprises an audio-frequency detector such as
a microphone or a vibration sensor, a digitizer and a CPU or
digital signal processing device for recognizing the vibra-
tions from the signal and discriminating between the signal
and other line noise that may also cause audio resonance at
the service transformer, and a method of displaying, trans-
mitting, and/or recording successful recognition of a signal.
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A method of accurately determining which of several
service transformers in a neighborhood or commercial/
industrial development is powering a given service point
(i.e. where a meter exists or is to be placed) is necessary if
a grid map that extends all the way to the edge of an
electrical distribution service area is to be created. One
method of quickly mapping the association of a collection of
meters to their transformers is to first equip each of the
service transformers in a neighborhood or development with
a Receiver, either by attaching a Receiver to the exterior of
each service transformer cabinet, or by aiming a Receiver
with a sensitive directional detector such as a directional
microphone at each transformer. A Transmitter at one ser-
vice point is made to transmit a locator signal at regular
intervals until a Receiver at one service transformer indi-
cates that it has detected the locator signal. The identity of
the Receiver that detected the locator signal is recorded, and
the process is repeated at a second service point, until all the
service points in the area being mapped have transmitted a
locator signal which has been detected by a Receiver. Failure
to detect a signal from a given service point may indicate
that a Receiver needs adjustment, or it may indicate that the
service transformer that supplies the given service point has
not been equipped with a Receiver.

In one embodiment of the invention, the Transmitter
device is carried from service point to service point by a field
engineer. To transmit from a selected service point, the field
engineer unplugs the meter from the service point, plugs the
Transmitter into the meter socket, and waits for a detection
notice from a Receiver. The Transmitter may begin signaling
as soon as it receives power, the signal may be triggered
manually by the field engineer, or the signal may be trig-
gered via an interface with a mobile computing device such
as a laptop, tablet, smartphone, or purpose-built device with
computing, storage, and communication capabilities, also
carried by the field engineer. In one embodiment, the
Receiver is also carried by the field engineer. The Receiver
may have a long-range detection mechanism such as a
shotgun microphone that may be aimed at a candidate
transformer while the Transmitter is signaling. This method
is preferred when only one or a small number of meters need
to be mapped. Otherwise, the multiplicity of candidate
transformers is typically equipped with Receivers prior to
beginning the signaling process.

A detection notice may be received by the Transmitter
unit itself, or by the mobile computing device. The detection
notice may be transmitted from the Receiver using any
appropriate wired or wireless technology, including cellular,
Bluetooth, line-of-sight Infrared, Wi-Fi, or direct unregu-
lated radio-frequency. The Transmitter, Receiver, and/or
handheld mobile computing devices may be operable to
select from a plurality of wired or wireless technologies so
as to employ the technology that works best in a particular
area. When all service points have been tested, the outcome
data is extracted from the recording unit or units, whether it
is the Transmitter or a mobile device, and loaded into a Grid
Map database.

Alternatively, the Receiver itself may record every signal
detection event. The installer may wait a fixed interval of
time per service point after activating the Transmitter rather
than waiting for a detection indicator. After all targeted
service points have been tested, the installer collects the
Receivers, extracts the recorded data from each Receiver,
merges the extracted data, and loads it into a grid map or
other database. In this embodiment, no separate wired or
wireless communication may be needed.
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As another alternative, the on-grid Transmitter may be a
component of the electrical meter itself. A suitable on-grid
Transmitter integrated with a meter is described in U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/871,944, titled A System and
Method for Inferring Schematic and Topological Properties
of an Electrical Distribution Grid, which is incorporated
herein by reference. Such a meter can receive commands
from and upload data to a mobile computing device, via a
wired or wireless interface, such as Infrared, Bluetooth,
USB, or RS-232. In this embodiment, the field engineer
equips the candidate service transformers with Receivers,
then commands each targeted meter in turn to transmit one
or more detection signals. When all targeted meters have
transmitted, the field engineer collects the Receivers or
information recorded by the Receivers and consolidates the
outcome data as before.

In yet another embodiment, the electrical meters operable
to transmit a detection signal may be part of a two-way data
communications network such as an Advanced Metering
Infrastructure, or AMI. In such cases, the field engineer may
not be required to visit each targeted meter. Instead, the
candidate service transformers may be equipped with
Receivers. Then, each targeted meter in turn is commanded
via the two-way network to transmit a detection signal as
before. After all targeted meters have transmitted, the
Receivers are collected and the outcome data consolidated
as before.

The method for uniquely identifying each targeted service
point may include using barcodes, QR codes, RFID tags, or
other known identification means on the meters. Either the
field engineer’s mobile device or the mobile Transmitter unit
may have a barcode, QR code, or RFID reader, which may
be used to read the barcode, QR code, or RFID tag on the
meter at the service point. Alternately, when the Transmitter
unit is a component of the meter, a barcode/QR code/RFID
reader may not be required because the meter stores the
unique identifier internally. The Transmitter may also have
access to a GPS signal. The GPS signal may be obtained
from a GPS receiver located in the field engineer’s mobile
unit, the mobile Transmitter unit, or the electrical meter at
the service point. A GPS signal provides both the geospatial
coordinates of the targeted service point and a timestamp.
Each service point may thus be identified by at least one of
the geospatial coordinates of the service point, the meter
barcode, QR code, or RFID tag, and another unique iden-
tifier known to the meter logic.

The detection signal transmitted by a Transmitter com-
prises at least a pre-determined locator pattern that allows a
Receiver to determine that it has received a bona fide
detection signal and not some other on-grid transmission.
The detection signal may additionally include a unique
identifier for the service point, the geospatial coordinates of
the service point and/or a timestamp. The data elements of
the detection signal, including but not limited to, the iden-
tifier, coordinates, and timestamp, may be encoded using
any suitable modulation technique and transmitted in con-
junction with the locator pattern. The data elements may be
transmitted either before or after the locator pattern. The
frequency or frequency band of the transmission will typi-
cally reside within the pass-band range of the service
transformer. This is typically within the audio frequency
band. The power level of these transmissions is stepped
monotonically from low power to high power until detection
occurs to minimize false propagation of signals. Because
false detections may occur if the detection signal propagates
to the high-voltage side of the service transformer powering
the Transmitter, allowing other Receivers than the one
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associated with the powering service transformer to detect
the signal, transmitters may be configurable to tune the
detection signal to a higher frequency range (i.e. above the
pass-band frequency range of the transformer) if false posi-
tives are reported.

Another aspect of the invention is the composition of the
locator pattern. The pre-determined locator pattern is known
to the Receivers, and may consist of a sequence of one or
more pure tones transmitted at known frequencies, or one or
more groups of two or more pure tones transmitted simul-
taneously, or another easily recognized pattern. Typically,
but not necessarily, the locator pattern will precede any
variable portion of the transmission, so as to minimize the
complexity of demodulation.

In some embodiments, the Receivers may embody no
capability to demodulate a variable message, but only a
simple recognizer for detecting locator patterns. In such
embodiments, the Receiver and either the Transmitter unit or
the mobile computing device can record events, and have
access to the same precise timing signal, such as a GPS
signal. The recorder for the Transmitter unit or mobile
device records the transmission timestamp, and the identity
of the service point and/or its geospatial coordinates. The
recorder for the Receiver unit records only a timestamp and
the unique identity of the Receiver. The Receiver unit may
have been programmed with the geospatial coordinates of
the associated service transformer, in which case these are
also associated with the Receiver’s record. The mapping of
service points to service transformers is determined after
collecting all the data records representing both send and
receive events. This mapping may be done by matching the
send and receive timestamps to within a tolerance that is
established by the extent of the service area.

The Receiver unit may be placed in adequate proximity to
the service transformer to detect the audio resonance created
in the service transformer coils by the locator pattern.
Service transformers may be mounted on electric poles,
mounted on a concrete pad at ground level, or buried under
ground. Underground transformers typically are accessible
by service tunnels, man-holes, or similar built-in access
ways.

For pole-mounted transformers, a device called a “hot
stick” may be used to elevate the Receiver unit to the
transformer. The Receiver unit may be held in proximity to
the typically non-magnetic transformer housing by clamping
to the pole or the transformer housing, or by temporary
adhesives. Alternately, a Receiver unit with a long-range
contact-free vibration sensor may be installed at ground
level or held by a field engineer. For pad-mounted and
underground transformers, the Receiver unit may be
attached to the transformer housing by hand, adhering the
unit to the housing by means of suction cups, magnets or
temporary adhesives. Clamps, brackets, bolts, and the like
may also be used, but preferred embodiments are installable
and removable quickly and do not require modifying or
opening the transformer housing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and form a part of the specification, illustrate the embodi-
ments of the present invention and, together with the
description, serve to explain the principles of the invention.
In the drawings:

FIG. 1 illustrates a simple radial above-ground Trans-
former Area Network.
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FIG. 2 illustrates a simple bus topology underground
Transformer Area Network.

FIG. 3 illustrates a simple radial underground Trans-
former Area Network.

FIG. 4 illustrates the front and obverse of a portable
Transmitter which plugs into a meter socket.

FIG. 5a illustrates one embodiment of a Receiver
designed for use with pole-mounted transformers.

FIG. 5b illustrates a second embodiment of a Receiver
designed for use with pad-mounted transformers at or below
ground level.

FIG. 5c¢ illustrates a third embodiment of a Receiver
which may be hand-carried or mounted on a tripod resting
on the ground.

FIG. 6 illustrates an aerial view of a residential neigh-
borhood containing buildings of different ages, part of which
is served by overhead distribution lines and part of which is
served by buried distribution cables.

FIG. 7 illustrates an elevation of a standard Form 2s
residential meter, showing how a Transmitter module may
be added via an optional Communications Module in the
meter.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Refer now to FIG. 1, which illustrates a typical single-
phase pole-mounted transformer 101 connected via aerial
power lines 102 to residences 103. In the United States, this
is a typical configuration, especially in older areas. Power
lines to residences are typically attached to the eaves of the
roof, with the power lines traveling downward to the meters
104 in conduit on the exterior of the residences 103. FIG. 2,
by contrast, illustrates a bus topology for the transformer
area. In FIG. 2, a pad-mounted transformer 201 connects via
a linear buried line 202 connected to residences 203 at
meters 204. This topology is common in Europe and other
foreign countries. A typical installation might serve many
more meters than shown: the average number of meters per
single-phase transformer in the US is approximately six (6),
but in Europe it is common to have dozens of meters per
transformer. FIG. 3 shows a typical US buried-cable instal-
lation, where a pad-mounted transformer 301 is connected
radially via buried cable 302 to residences 303 at meters
304. These three basic configurations, with minor local
variations and multi-phase variations for industrial and
commercial applications, represent most electrical distribu-
tion networks worldwide.

FIG. 4 depicts the face 401 and the obverse 402 of a
portable Transmitter unit configured, for example, to be
plugged into a US standard 2 S meter socket. The obverse
shows the tines or “stabs” 407 that plug into the meter
socket. The face of the Transmitter may contain a human-
readable display 403, such as an LED display, an optical I/O
port 404, a USB port 405, and a button 406 for manually
activating and deactivating the signal. Other combinations
of indicators and interfaces may be used. Ports 404 and 405
may be used to input programming, coordinates, time-
stamps, signal settings such as frequency band, power level,
interval between signals, and the like. The ports may also be
used to extract event data from the device when the Trans-
mitter unit incorporates an automatic recording system for
transmission events or when the unit incorporates a com-
munication mechanism for collecting and recording events
from a Receiver. A similar device to the one shown in FIG.
4 may be made for any type of meter socket in use in the
United States or abroad. The Transmitter may also be
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configured to plug into an ordinary electrical outlet. Because
the configuration of stabs and outlets and also the AC
voltage provided varies by locale, by meter standard, and by
outlet standard, multiple variants of the Transmitter unit may
be required to adapt to the type of power and connectivity
available. The basic electronic, display, and i/o components
of any Transmitter embodiment could remain the same from
variant to variant.

FIG. 5a depicts a first embodiment of a Receiver device.
Pole-mounted variant 502, comprising the components
inside the dotted shape on FIG. 54, clamps to the power pole,
or to the housing of a pole-mounted transformer 501. This
may be done using any type of clamping device, such as a
spring-loaded clamp. It may be installed and removed using
a hot-stick device to avoid the use of a “cherry picker” lift,
which is more costly. The components of variant 502 may
include clamp 503, antenna 504 for an optional wireless
communication module, vibration sensor 505, and control
unit 506. The vibration sensor 505 may be a contact or
non-contact vibration sensor, such as, but not limited to, an
accelerometer, directional microphone or laser vibrometer.
The control unit may contain circuitry for recognizing a
locator pattern, and it may also contain signal processing
logic for demodulating data included in the signal. Addi-
tionally, the control unit may contain a communication
module for transmitting detection events to a recording
device located elsewhere, or an internal mechanism for
recording detection events, or both.

FIG. 5b depicts a second embodiment of a receiver
device. Receiver variant 511 is designed for use with pad-
mounted transformers 510 having ferro-magnetic housings.
The Receiver may adhere to the housing by means of
attachment devices such as magnets 512, and detects locator
patterns by means of vibration sensor 513, such as an
accelerometer. Other attachment devices such as adhesives
or suction cups may be substituted for magnets 512. Vibra-
tion sensor 513 may include a spring device to ensure strong
mechanical contact with the housing. Antenna 516 is con-
nected to a wireless communication module 515, which
receives event notifications for wireless transmissions from
a computation unit 514. The computation unit may also
incorporate a memory unit for recording detection events.
As with pole-mounted device 502, this unit may incorporate
a variety of interface ports and display options.

FIG. 5¢ depicts a third embodiment of a receiver device.
In FIG. 5¢, Receiver variant 517, comprising the compo-
nents inside the dotted shape on FIG. 5¢, is mounted on
tripod 520. Receiver 517 may be detached from tripod 520
to be carried and aimed manually by a field engineer or
installer. The Receiver consists of non-contact vibration
sensor 518 and control unit 519. The non-contact vibration
sensor 518 may be, but is not limited to, a laser vibrometer
or directional microphone.

FIG. 6 shows an aerial view of an illustrative example of
an urban residential neighborhood as is typical in the United
States. The area comprises a grouping of older, Victorian era
homes (607, 608) with separate carriage houses facing the
alleyway, and modern infill housing (606) with attached
garages and driveways facing the street. The neighborhood
was electrified in several stages. First, power was provided
to the original homes in the neighborhood via pole-mounted
transformers. Electric pole 603 has three single-phase trans-
formers. Overhead lines 604 distribute power to the older
homes (607, 608). Overhead lines 604 are typically attached
to the eaves of the houses and routed to exterior meters via
exterior conduit. As the carriage houses were modernized
later in the 20” century, additional taps from the pole-
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mounted transformers to new meters may have been added,
or in some cases the carriage house receives power via the
tap and meter for the main building. Some carriage houses
were not modernized during this era. Still later, perhaps in
the 1980s, new development (606) prompted the installation
of buried cables to meet the typically greater needs of
modern structures. Two pad-mounted transformers 601 and
602 deliver power to the new homes in the area, and also to
some of the last carriage houses to be modernized. Buried
cable 605 could have either a radial topology as in FIG. 3 or
a bus topology as in FIG. 2, the likely topology depending
primarily on the locale of the neighborhood.

FIG. 6 and its history make it apparent why the utility
servicing this neighborhood would not have a clear idea
which house in this neighborhood is supplied by which
transformer, and why even an engineer on the scene could
not readily determine the mapping without technological
assistance such as the present invention.

The following is an example of the implementation of the
system and methods described herein with reference to FIG.
6. Residence 608 decides to upgrade its service so as to
electrify its carriage house and improve the wiring in the
house, adding 220 v service for an electric dryer and
increasing the number of circuits in the home. Some of the
pole-mounted transformers in the neighborhood are known
to be heavily loaded. An electrician removes the meter from
residence 608 and substitutes a portable Transmitter unit
such as that described in F1G. 4, which he then activates. The
electrician then approaches the grouping of pole-mounted
transformers 603 with a hand-held Receiver unit incorpo-
rating a directional sensor such as a shotgun microphone,
aiming the microphone at each transformer. The electrician
detects the audio-frequency mechanical resonance of the
locator signal at each transformer, and further determines
which transformer shows the greatest level of resonance
with the locator signal from the Transmitter. Identifying the
transformer supplying the house informs the decision of
whether to simply make the desired home upgrades, move
the house to one of the other aboveground phases, or convert
the home service to buried cable by attaching it to pad-
mounted transformer 602, which is under-utilized.

FIG. 7 illustrates how a Transmitter unit 703 may be
incorporated into a Smart Meter 701. The Smart Meter may
have a Calculation and Display board 702 and a Metrology
unit 704. To accommodate a multiplicity of communication
architectures for AMI networks, the meters may have space
for a second circuit board to be added, generally for a
secondary AMI mechanism. In FIG. 7, this space has been
used for a Transmitter unit, which may incorporate a wire-
less transceiver, a computation unit with a memory unit for
recording events, a GPS receiver, and the like. The Trans-
mitter unit 703 may interact with components such as a
primary AMI mechanism, physical or optical communica-
tion ports, and the meter display via interface 705.

The following is another example of the implementation
of the system and methods described herein, again with
reference to FIG. 6. In this second example, the neighbor-
hood in question is part of a new AMI deployment wherein
all the area’s electrical meters are being swapped out, and
the utility decides to take the opportunity to extend its grid
map to the edge of the network while field engineers are in
the area. The AMI meters being deployed are similar to those
described in FIG. 7, operable to act as Transmitter units.
Before beginning to swap out the old meters for the new, a
field engineer attaches Receivers to pad-mounted transform-
ers 601 and 602, and attaches Receivers to the pole-mounted
transformers 603. For the purposes of this example, it is
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assumed that each Receiver is operable to record the detec-
tion events for its own transformer. As each new Smart
Meter 701 is deployed, it transmits a detection signal for a
fixed number of repetitions over a short interval such as 1
minute, ensuring that a Receiver will pick up its locator
pattern. The power of the detection signal may be stepped up
until a Receiver signals detection back to the Transmitter.
Alternately, the Transmitter may employ a fixed number of
steps, and each Receiver that detects the signal records only
the lowest-power signal it receives. The Receiver recording
the earliest time may be presumed to be the correct one. The
field engineer may choose to refrain from installing a second
meter until the first meter has ceased transmitting, so as to
avoid having one detection signal interfere with another.
When all the meters have been installed, the field engineer
collects the Receivers or information recorded by the
Receivers and uploads the recorded detection events to a
grid map or other database for long-term storage and pro-
cessing.

The foregoing description of the invention has been
presented for purposes of illustration and description and is
not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the
precise forms disclosed. Obviously many modifications and
variations are possible in light of the above teaching. The
embodiments were chosen and described in order to best
explain the principles of the invention and its practical
application to thereby enable others skilled in the art to best
utilize the invention in various embodiments and with
various modifications as are suited to the particular use
contemplated. It is intended that the scope of the invention
be defined by the claims appended hereto.

The invention claimed is:

1. A system for determining, in an electrical distribution
grid, which of one or more candidate service transformers is
supplying power to at least one load, as represented by a
meter socket or an electrical outlet, the system comprising:

a. at least one on-grid transmitter configured to inject at

least one detection signal when powered by the meter
socket or the electrical outlet of the at least one load;

b. at least one receiver configured to detect resonant

mechanical vibrations or sound caused by the at least
one detection signal in a candidate service transformer
supplying power to the specific transmitter which is the
source of the at least one detection signal; and

c. a recording mechanism configured to record a pairing

of the at least one load with a candidate service
transformer of the one or more candidate service trans-
formers.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the transmitter is a
portable unit configured to plug into a meter socket of a load
in place of an electrical meter.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the transmitter is a
component of an electrical meter.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the transmitter has
access to a GPS signal.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the recording mecha-
nism is manual.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the recording mecha-
nism is a recording unit comprising at least a processor and
computer-readable memory.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the recording mecha-
nism is a component of the receiver.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the recording mecha-
nism is a component of the transmitter.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the recording mecha-
nism is a component of a mobile computing device.
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10. The system of claim 1, wherein the recording mecha-
nism includes at least one interface for uploading recorded
events to another device.

11. The system of claim 1, wherein the transmitter
includes a mechanism for transmitting an event to the
recording mechanism.

12. The system of claim 1, wherein the receiver includes
a mechanism for transmitting an event to the recording
mechanism.

13. The system of claim 1, wherein the receiver is
configured to distinguish the at least one detection signal
from other signals and noise which may cause resonant
vibrations in a transformer.

14. A method for establishing that a service transformer is
delivering identifying a service transformer that provides
electrical power to a load, comprising the steps of:

generating, by a transmitter coupled to one of a meter

socket or an electrical outlet of a load that receives
electrical power from an electrical distribution grid, a
detection signal;

injecting, by the transmitter, the detection signal into the

one of the meter socket or the electrical outlet of the
load;

detecting, by a receiver, at least one of a resonant

mechanical vibration or a sound caused by the detec-
tion signal in a service transformer that provides elec-
trical power to the load;

recording a detection by the receiver of the resonant

mechanical vibration or the sound caused by the detec-
tion signal in the service transformer and an identity of
the service transformer in a detection event record; and
incorporating the detection event record into a database.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the detection signal
further comprises a locator pattern, the method further
comprising:

generating, by the transmitter, the locator pattern as one of

a known sequence of one or more pure tones or as a
sequence of one or more combinations of one or more
tones transmitted simultaneously.

16. The method of claim 14, further comprising including
a timestamp in the detection signal.

17. The method of claim 14, further comprising including
the geospatial coordinates of the one of the meter socket or
the electrical outlet powering the transmitter in the detection
signal.

18. The method of claim 14, further comprising including
a unique identifier of an electrical meter in the detection
signal.

19. The method of claim 14, further comprising including
a serial number of the transmitter in the detection signal.

20. The method of claim 14, further comprising recording
a unique identifier of the receiver in the detection event
record.

21. The method of claim 14, further comprising recording
additional data in the detection event record.

22. The method of claim 14, further comprising recording
a time at which the receiver detects the at least one of the
resonant mechanical vibration or the sound caused by the
detection signal in the detection event record.

23. The system of claim 1, wherein the receiver is
mounted at the candidate service transformer without modi-
fying the candidate service transformer or a housing of the
candidate service transformer and without disrupting opera-
tion of the candidate service transformer or opening the
housing of the candidate service transformer.
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24. A receiver for identifying a service transformer that
provides electrical power to a load in an electrical distribu-
tion grid, comprising:

an audio frequency detector configured to detect at least
one of a resonant mechanical vibration or a sound in a
service transformer;

a processor, coupled to the audio frequency detector,
configured to distinguish the at least one of the resonant
mechanical vibration or the sound caused by a detec-
tion signal from other resonant mechanical vibrations
or sounds in the service transformer; and

a recording mechanism, coupled to the processor, config-
ured to record an event comprising a determination that
the at least one of the resonant mechanical vibration or
the sound in the service transformer is caused by the
detection signal.

25. A method for identifying a service transformer that
provides electrical power to a load in an electrical distribu-
tion grid, comprising:

detecting, by an audio frequency detector, at least one of
a resonant mechanical vibration or a sound in a service
transformer;

distinguishing, by a processor coupled to the audio fre-
quency detector, the at least one of the resonant
mechanical vibration or the sound caused by a detec-
tion signal from other resonant mechanical vibrations
or sounds in the service transformer; and

recording, by a recording mechanism coupled to the
processor, an event comprising a determination that the
at least one of the resonant mechanical vibration or the
sound in the service transformer is caused by the
detection signal.

26. A transmitter for transmitting a detection signal,

comprising:
a transmission circuit configured to transmit a detection
signal;
a detection signal generator configured to generate the
detection signal; and
an electrical plug, coupled to the transmission circuit,
configured to electrically couple to one of a meter
socket or an electrical outlet of a load,
wherein the transmitter is configured to:
generate the detection signal to cause at least one of a
resonant mechanical vibration or a sound in a service
transformer that provides electrical power to the
load; and

inject the detection signal into the one of the meter
socket or the electrical outlet of the load.

27. The transmitter of claim 26, wherein to generate the
detection signal the transmitter is further configured to
generate a locator pattern comprising one of a known
sequence of one or more pure tones or as a sequence of one
or more combinations of one or more tones transmitted
simultaneously.

28. The transmitter of claim 26, wherein to generate the
detection signal the transmitter is further configured to
generate a locator pattern comprising a timestamp.

29. The transmitter of claim 26, wherein to generate the
detection signal the transmitter is further configured to
generate a locator pattern comprising geospatial coordinates
of the one of the meter socket or the electrical outlet.

30. The transmitter of claim 26, wherein to generate the
detection signal the transmitter is further configured to
generate a locator pattern comprising a unique identifier of
an electrical meter.
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31. The transmitter of claim 26, wherein to generate the
detection signal the transmitter is further configured to
generate a locator pattern comprising a serial number of the
transmitter.

32. A method for transmitting a detection signal to iden-
tify a service transformer that provides electrical power to a
load in an electrical distribution grid, comprising:

generating, by a transmitter, a detection signal to cause at

least one of a resonant mechanical vibration or a sound
in a service transformer that provides electrical power
to a load; and

injecting the detection signal into one of a meter socket or

an electrical outlet of the load.
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